THE BHRAMAN PLEDGE TO NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

The eager mind of a traveler, consciously or unconsciously, whispers a few words of prayer for a safe and sound journey at the onset of any tour. Truly, safety and security are the quintessential preconditions for an enjoyable trip. Likewise, to ensure safe and sustainable journey of human kind on this planet called Earth another solemn prayer seems essential – let the nature and environment be protected and pampered.
Mother earth is our beloved abode of peace and tranquility. By destroying her greenery indiscriminately and inflicting distress on today’s mankind we are perhaps paving the way to untold misery and mayhem for the lives of our children.
Shall we then move unabashedly towards that unfathomable darkness of uncertainty or try hard with whatever strength we are left with to enlighten our minds and contribute in our small ways to the greater cause of humanity?
A few years back, as I was wandering in the islands of Indonesia, I was amazed to know about the ancient rituals of the tribal inhabitants that are practiced to protect the ecology. For example, people of Bali Island do not turn on lights after nightfall on a particular day of the year and there is no traffic on road on that particular day.
The worldwide resolution to put off all household lights across countries on 28 March 2009 for a period of one hour from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. was a commendable step towards energy conservation. How far the resolution has been implemented is yet to be ascertained but in the era of global warming such an endeavour comes as a solace to our worried minds anxious about the venomous outcomes of global climate change.
A thought of inculcating the habit of protecting and nurturing the environment through various eco-friendly practices, festivals and rituals crossed my mind about ten or eleven years ago while strolling around in a garden full of trees planted by some of the eminent personalities of the world, beside Lake Balatone in Hungary. During that time I also became aware of the increased deforestation and rampant usury of forest resources in the Amazon Basin. The excruciating pain of loss compelled me to vent out my vehement protest against such outrageous acts of pillage.
My scattered thoughts started taking shape at Hunas Falls, a hilly area in Kandy, Sri Lanka last year when I visited Jetwing Eternal Earth Project – an ongoing noncommercial afforestation programme – there.
Today, BHRAMAN dreams of creating another piece of eternal greenery on the face of the Earth. We hope that with the help from our readers we may be able to realize our most cherished dream of founding a ‘BHRAMAN Udyan’ in distant future.
We think BHRAMAN has a responsibility to enhance environmental awareness not only amongst its readers but also amongst people around us. I take this opportunity to suggest a few simple yet effective practices that can go a long way to protect nature and its resources. To begin with we can start planting saplings in and around our neighbourhood. We can also try to protect the existing trees around us.
For conservation of valuable natural resources may I go further to request my beloved readers to put off lights, and switch off the TV, fridge and AC for one hour on a full moon night? If such individual sacrifice of comfort can even free a simple gush of benign air from greenhouse gasses, what an achievement that will be!
I fervently belief that human efforts to nurture environment and individual sacrifices of materialistic pleasures and comforts to conserve its resources should be duly acknowledged and appreciated. I, therefore, propose to publish, in every forthcoming issue of BHRAMAN, names of 100 readers, who would contribute in their own way to the cause of nature and environment. Readers are requested to write to us about the number and kind of saplings they have planted, the place they chose to plant the sapling, the number and type of trees they have protected, the area whose trees they chose to protect, the reason behind such selection and the techniques they adopted to protect the trees. Those who have pledged not to use electricity for at least one hour on a moonlit night can also write to us with substantiating evidences.
BHRAMAN, from its very inception, is pledged to the cause of nature and environment. This is how BHRAMAN thinks to play its humble role in protecting it. This is what BHRAMAN prays to the conscience of people around us, who would like to gift a cleaner, greener and safer Earth to the posterity.

 

